PARALYSIS AGITANS AT THIRTY-FOUR YEARS 
OF AGE, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
TYPHOID FEVER. 1 

By FRANK R. FRY, M.D., St. Louis. 

On November 7th, 1896, I examined E. S.-——, a 
male, aged 37 years. He has paralysis agitans well-defined. 
The attitude, tremor, gait, speech, facial expression, are 
all typical. The rhythmic agitation is most marked in 
the right hand and arm. The left hand and arm are also 
involved, and to a less extent the legs. The tongue is 
slightly tremulous. Paresthesia is present, especially in 
the right hand and forearm, and is sometimes annoying. 
The patient occasionally has considerable aching between 
the scapulas and in the sacral region. There are no other 
sensory phenomena of moment. The tendon-jerks of the 
upper and lower extremities are normal, or possibly slight¬ 
ly exaggerated. The intellectual faculties are unimpaired 
in any particular. The memory, always good, is as reliable 
as ever. The general condition is fairly comfortable. He 
has no important complaint, save weakness, i.e., a physical 
incapacity to engage in his usual pursuit—farming. 

From Dr..Jno. H. Ferguson, Mine La Motte, Mo., 
and the patient, I obtained the following history: The 
patient had always been a strong, healthy person, until the 
winter of 1892-3, when he had a severe attack of “ grip.” 
This left no marked defects, but possibly some general 
debility. In August, ’93, he was taken ill with typhoid 
fever, and was confined to his bed four weeks. Two weeks 
after getting up he was able to go about his farm. Soon 
thereafter he undertook work which, he noticed at the 
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time, was a little too much for his strength. He was an¬ 
noyed by a tremor, or shaking, which began during the 
fever and followed exertion of any kind. Within the next 
few weeks he remarked that the right arm was distinctly 
more tremulous than other parts, and that this member 
was especially weak. He was conscious of considerable 
tremor towards the end of the fever, i.e., during the last 
week or ten days of the fever. This, from his description, 
was the familiar asthenic tremor which frequently follows 
typhoid, and it seems to have been merged into a paralysis 
agitans in a peculiar manner. The right arm became more 
and more inefficient on account of the increasing tremor 
and weakness. After some months it was apparent that 
the left arm and hand were beginning to be affected in the 
same manner as the right. Within the past few months 
the legs have become involved. 

A letter from Dr. Ferguson, March 226. last, states that 
there has been no important change in the condition 
during the five months which have elapsed since I saw the 
patient. 



